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second century, addressed to his wife. Novatus was a married presbyter of Carthage, as we learn from Cyprian, who was himself a married man; and so was Csecilias, the presbyter who converted him, and Numidius another presbyter of Carthage. That they were allowed to cohabit with their wives after ordination, appears from the charge which Cyprian brought against Novatus, that he had struck and abused his wife, and by that means caused her to miscarry. We have also a letter from Hilary of Poictiers, written to his daughter when he was in exile ; and from what can be collected concerning her age, it it seems probable that she was born when he was a Bishop. At the same time it must be owned, that many things are said in praise of a single life in the writings of the ancient Fathers; and the law of celibacy had been proposed before or about the beginning of the fourth century, by some individuals. The arguments are forcible which are used, but there is one general answer to them all: the experiment has been made and it has failed. In a country where there are no nunneries, the wives of the clergy are most useful to the Church. Siricius, who, according to Dufresnoy, died in the year 399, was the first Pope that forbade the marriage of the clergy; but it is probable that this prohibition was little regarded, as the celibacy of the clergy seems not to have been completely established till the papacy of Gregory the Seventh, at the end of the eleventh century, and even at that time it was loudly complained of by many writers. The history of the following centuries abundantly proves the bad effects of this abuse of Church power.
CEMETERY, means originally, a place to sleep in, and hence by Christians who regard death as a kind of sleep, it is applied to designate a place of burial.
CENOTAPH. A memorial of a deceased person, not erected over his body. So far as churches may be considered as memorials of the saints whose name they bear, they are analagous either to monuments, when the bodies of the saints there repose, (as for instance St. Albans, and the ancient church at Perangabulos,) or to cenotaphs, when, as is far more generally the case, the saint is buried far off, A notice of the monuments or cenotaphs of